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EDITOR RAMBLINGS 

Members, 

Well, this year’s pennants is all but done and dusted. Unfortunately, although all teams 

performed well, we were not able to get any teams into the playoffs.  

The Handicapped Pairs and Minor Singles are well under way and we have seen some great 

games and a few upsets. The Senior Singles are coming up so good bowls to all competitors 

in these events. 

Cheers, 

Dennis Crouch 

Rambler Editor 

AVAILABLE NOW 

Some members might be interested to se the “Camden Bowling Club 55 year” video. It can 

be seen on our website under “History” on YouTube as “Camden Bowling Club 55 yrs”. If 

anyone would like a copy you can bring a memory stick to the club and ask a bowling club 

official to copy it from the club computer. The video runs for about 55 minutes. 

 

 

CAMDEN MENS BOWLING CLUB 

GENERAL MEETING 

A General Meeting of the Camden Men’s Bowling Club will be held on Sunday May 
26th at 9am in the upstairs room at the Camden Sports Club. 

Agenda: to receive a presentation from the Club Unification committee on unifying the 
Men’s and Ladies’ bowling clubs. 

Separate meetings of the men and the ladies will then be held to discuss the 
presentation. 

All members should make every effort to attend. 
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THANK YOU TO MAJOR SPONSORS 
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MAY 2024 

DATE DAY EVENT 

1 Wed 
2023/24 State Champion of Champion Pairs 

Ladies Day am 

2 Thu 
2023/24 State Champion of Champion Pairs 

Social Bowls pm 

3 Fri Club Handicap Pairs 

4 Sat Pennants Round 10 

5 Sun Minor + C Singles   Final's Day 

6 Mon  

7 Tue 
2023/24 State Champion of Champion Singles 

Social Bowls am 

8 Wed 
2023/24 State Champion of Champion Singles 

Ladies Day am 

9 Thu 
2023/24 State Champion of Champion Singles 

Social Bowls pm 

10 Fri 
2023/24 State Champion of Champion Singles 

Friendly Friday 
Club Handicap Pairs 

11 Sat Pennants Play Off 

12 Sun Mothers Day 

13 Mon  

14 Tue Social Bowls am 

15 Wed Ladies Day am 

16 Thu Social Bowls pm 

17 Fri Club Handicap Pairs 

18 Sat Pennants Play Off 

19 Sun Pennants Play Off 

20 Mon  

21 Tue Social Bowls am 

22 Wed Ladies Day am 

23 Thu Social Bowls pm 
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24 Fri 
Ralph Coppock Mixed Pairs 

Club Handicap Pairs 

25 Sat Senior Singles 

26 Sun Senior Singles 

27 Mon 2023/24 State Open Pennant Zone Winners Due 

28 Tue 
State Senior Inter Zone 

Social Bowls am 

29 Wed 
State Senior Inter Zone 

Ladies Day am 

30 Thu 
State Senior Inter Zone 

Social Bowls pm 

 

 

AROUND THE GREENS 

HANDICAPPED PAIRS 
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MACARTHUR CUP 

 

                    Congratulations to all these guys on winning the 2024 Macarthur Cup 

 

--------------------------///--------------------------- 

 

HODGEY IN THE MONEY AGAIN      
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MEMBER PROFILE – ERIC MULLEY 

 

I was born in Matron Heise’s Sunshine Nursing Home in Murray Street Camden 

(now the site of Centrelink) in 1938. My parents worked a dairy farm for Rofe Bros at 

Cawdor. I was the sixth child in a family of six boys and one girl. I attended Cawdor 

School and then Camden Central – no school bus those days – I rode my bike the 

five kilometers into Camden.  

I started playing tennis at age seven on the school court at Cawdor. Later, when I 

was a student at Camden I was chosen as the only boy from the school to attend a 

week’s coaching clinic at Wollongong conducted by Vic Edwards who later became 

the coach of Yvonne Goolagong. When I was 13, I won the C grade Singles, 

Doubles and Mixed Doubles. I graduated to A grade and played there for six years. 

Tennis was the biggest winter sport in the district. There was usually around 36 

teams in six grades. However, by this time it was difficult to juggle tennis and cricket, 

as the seasons overlapped. My choice was to pursue my cricket career. 

I first played organized cricket in 1951 for Mt Hunter. In 1956 I was enticed to join 

Cobbitty – the beginning of a 24-year First Grade career. My first experience of 

representative cricket came when I played for the Camden District as a 14-year-old 

in the under-18 team. 

The following is an excerpt from a book published in 2019 which chronicled the 

history of organised cricket in the Camden District  

Eric Mulley was arguably the best batsman to have played all his career in the 

CDCA. Eric was a right-hand opening or first-drop batsman. He was a free-scoring 

batsman noted for his straight driving. 

He scored 10000 runs in First Grade at an average of over 45. In his first 16 years in 

First Grade, he scored 8400 runs at 55.3 – an incredible average of 525 runs per 

season. In the 13 seasons from 1956-69 he was among the top 5 run-getters in First 

Grade 11 times. He is only one of two players who have averaged over 100 on 2 

occasions. He scored 25 centuries- the most by any player in any grade. He 

captained Cobbitty to 4 premierships in 6 years in the 70’s. 
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 In Gibson Cup cricket he is the only player to have scored over 2000 runs. His 5 

centuries is also a record. (Gibson Cup was a one-day competition played between 

Penrith, Richmond/Windsor, Blue Mountains and Fairfield/Liverpool.) 

My proudest sporting moment was walking out onto the Sydney Cricket 

Ground to open the batting for NSW Country v City in 1961 and again in 1962 

and 1963. One notable member of the country team was Doug Walters. 

I finished my cricket career in 1988 and thought it was time to have the weekend 

free. However, I found that I had too much unresolved competitive spirit. In the late 

90’s I took up lawn bowls. I soon won the minor singles and pairs and went onto to 

win various other events at our club. 

I found that there was a lot more to bowls than I expected. I was excited to be 

playing sport competitively again. For the past 10 years my wife and I have been 

spending the winter in Bundaberg. It was there that I was mentored by Keith Whalley 

(a Premier League player and a Queensland over-65 champion). 

I have always been very happy to beat higher graded players. It was a special thrill 

when Brian Cooke won the Veteran Pairs. It proves that age is no barrier to being a 

good sportsman. It is a pity that many talented players are disregarded because of 

their age. 

I am happy that my sporting career did not end when I hung up my cricket bat. I have 

gained a lot of satisfaction and enjoyment from bowls and made a lot of new friends. 

I have always lived in Camden. I worked variously in retail and the coal industry. My 

wife Barbara and I have three children, nine grandchildren and seven great-grand 

children. It’s been an enjoyable innings – and still not out. 

By The Scribbler 
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Lawn Bowls Guide To Playing In Wet And Windy 
Conditions 

Performing consistently on the lawn bowls green, hitting the perfect 

line and judging the perfect weight can be challenging on the best of 

days, never mind adding some windy conditions and/or some splashes 

of rain.  Changes in environmental factors will affect every bowler in 

varying degrees, with some players able to adapt quickly and easily to 

damp or gusty conditions and others floundering.  Check out the 

following guides and become a more adaptable bowler when the rain 

and wind strike during a game. 

 PERFORMING IN THE RAIN 

It may be a simple and common sense thought to be properly prepared when 

heading down to the greens for a game of bowls, but we have all been part of a 

team or squad when one player has managed to forget shoes, playing shirt and 

yes…. Bowls.  Checking your bowls bag that you have everything you might need 

is a necessity to properly prepare for a game.  A quick check of the weather prior 

to leaving can give you that peace of mind that you are properly prepared, and 

you can then begin to focus on your pre-game routine.  If in doubt about wet 

weather clothing – pack it and don’t be thinking ‘I wish I would have put that 

extra dry cloth into my bowls bag’ later in the day.  On an overcast day make 

sure to pack plenty of dry cloths, wet weather clothing and possibly a change of 

clothing so you are not playing in wet clothing the rest of the day. 

When it comes to performing on damp or wet greens it tends to be more 

rewarding to be a more aggressive player, playing the “up shot” or “on shot” can 

produce more favourable results.  With slower greens, bringing more narrow 

lines and attempting to play more “touch” bowls can really backfire due to bowls 

hitting damp/wet patches and pulling up short more quickly than normal. 
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Short bowls are always a killer, but even more so in wet conditions.  Playing 

through the head is generally the better game plan so making sure bowls 

are past the head can play a vital role as the end develops, whilst also 

providing options for “up shots” and also provide defensive cover if holding 

shots. 

  

 PLAYING ON WET / DAMP GREENS 

When bowling greens become wet or have early morning dew, they tend to be 

slower than normal.  This reduction in green speed will tend to favour 

bowlers who are playing with wider arc bowls.  This is inclined to be the case 

due to slower greens having narrower draw lines to the jack.  Therefore, players 

with wider arc bowls will have a slight advantage allowing them to perform a 

greater array of shots and potentially having a greater ability to navigate around 

short bowls with a bowl that has a wider arc. 

Regardless of the type of bowl you are playing with, one of the key factors to 

focus on while playing in wet conditions is weight control.  Generally speaking, 

slower greens are more forgiving when trying to achieve the perfect line, 

whereas achieving the correct weight can be more of a challenge. 

 USING THE WIND TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 

Wind can be a frustrating element to contend with on the bowling green and its 

effect on the bowls will vary substantially.  The type of green you are playing on, 

wind direction and strength of the wind are factors that will determine the 

overall effect the wind will have on bowls travelling down the green. 

In order to combat wind that is heavily affecting bowls across the green, if 

possible try to play the hand that wind is assisting the bowls and its bias with ie. 

Play the wider hand and play with the wind rather than against it if you have the 

option. 
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Another simple measure to negate heavy gusts is to pause on the mat when 

those gusts occur, there is no time limit on how long you have to deliver the 

bowl so pause for a moment to allow strong gusts to ease. 

If the wind is blowing in the direction of the play ie. Up and down the green 

rather than across it, strategically use the length of jack to try and even out 

the direction of the wind. ie. If you are playing up the green with the wind 

behind you then play a longer jack and when you are playing against the wind 

with the wind in your face then play a shorter jack when able to.  This strategy 

will help to keep your weight control consistent and perform a similar delivery 

tempo regardless if you are playing into the wind or not. 

"You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take" 

   (Compliments of the Bowls Academy) 
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OH YEAH BABY!! 
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In 1988, Israel Kamakawiwo'ole called the recording studio at 3 a.m. and said he had to 
record a song right away. 15 minutes later, Israel arrived at the studio. The studio owner, 
Milan Bertosa said, "And in walks the largest human being I had seen in my life." A security 
guard gave the 500-pound man a large steel chair to sit on. Milan said, "Then I put up some 
microphones, do a quick sound check, roll tape, and the first thing he does is 'Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow.' He played and sang, one take, and it was over." 
Today, Israel Kamakawiwo'ole's version, is the most requested one of this classic song. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Victorian Railways prototype 
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Fieseler Fi 103R Reichenberg: Manned 
version of the V-1 Flying Bomb 

 
 

 
 

Igniting a Desperate Concept  

In the midst of World War II, under the heavy pressure of sustaining the war, German 
engineers embarked on a unique, bold venture. In 1944, they revealed the Fieseler Fi 103R 
Reichenberg. Unlike other aircraft, this was a manned version of the infamous V-1 flying 
bomb, a product of desperation and audacity. It was a radical answer to the war’s 
challenges, a testament to the extreme conditions of those harrowing times. 

The Leonidas Squadron, an initiative inspired by the Spartan king’s do-or-die attitude, 
championed this daunting project. Their intention was clear – developing aircraft for suicide 
missions, an act of self-sacrifice to create significant damage to the enemy. It was a concept 
as shocking as it was innovative. 
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The Anatomy of a Human Bomb 

The structure of the Reichenberg was similar to a conventional Fi 103 flying bomb. However, 
it had one striking difference – a cockpit. Where the guidance systems were typically 
housed, engineers now provided a seat for a pilot. The single-seater design underlined the 
mission’s grim nature, setting it apart from all other aircraft of its time. 

The cockpit was rudimentary and utilitarian, void of any comfort. This was not a plane 
meant for long flights, but one for a single, lethal delivery. The very design of the 
Reichenberg was a chilling reminder of the desperate strategies at play during World War II. 

 

Trailblazing the Skies 

In September 1944, the Reichenberg had its first real test flight at the Erprobungsstelle 
Rechlin. Launched from a Heinkel He 111, the maiden voyage ended in a crash. The incident 
occurred due to the accidental jettisoning of the canopy, causing the pilot to lose control. 
The very next day, a second test flight was attempted, but it also culminated in a crash. This 
string of failures raised questions about the Fi 103R’s flight characteristics and its potential 
difficulty to land. 

In a bid to avoid further accidents and uncover the source of these difficulties, additional 
test flights were undertaken by two experienced pilots, Heinz Kensche and Hanna Reitsch. 
Reitsch, despite being an exceptional pilot, also experienced several crashes, miraculously 
surviving each one unscathed. 

On November 5, 1944, during the second test flight of the R-III, a wing detached from the 
aircraft due to extreme vibrations. Kensche barely managed to parachute to safety from the 
confined cockpit. These incidents led to the conclusion that the Fi 103R had a relatively high 
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stall speed, which pilots were unaware of. Consequently, attempts to land at speeds too 
slow for maintaining stable flight led to disastrous results. 

The Unseen Legacy of the Reichenberg 

The Reichenberg never saw the combat it was designed for. Political conflicts and strategy 
disagreements delayed its deployment. By the time the aircraft was ready, the advancing 
Allies had made its use irrelevant. The Reichenberg remained on the ground, its potential 
for destruction untapped. 

However, its influence extends beyond its unfulfilled purpose. The idea of a human-guided 
missile sparked interest and laid the groundwork for future developments in aviation and 
warfare technology. Despite the grim nature of its mission, the Reichenberg project offered 
valuable insights into remote control and guidance systems, contributing to the evolution of 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). 

In a way, the Reichenberg helped shape the future of warfare. Its contribution to drone 
technology made it an unexpected harbinger of modern warfare strategies. It serves as a 
stark reminder of the limitless potential of innovation, even born out of the most desperate 
of circumstances. 

A large number of one- and two-seat “Reichenberg” missiles fell into the hands of the 
Americans. These were manned versions of the Fieseier Fi-103 

---------------------------------------------///----------------------------------------------- 

 

 

YES….THIS IS A HAIR CUT 
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DAD JOKES  
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