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EDITOR RAMBLINGS 

Members, 

May will see the completion of the Challenge Pairs and the Triples. The only events left on 

the calendar are Senior Singles, Handicapped Fours and Veteran Pairs. 

In the Pennants, we have 3 grades going to the regional play-offs at Bargo on May 3rd and 

4th. A great effort and GO CAMDEN. Come along and support our teams. 

Congratulations to Guy Wilton and Gary Clark for making it as far as they did in the 

Champion of Champions Pairs played at Cabramatta. Fantastic effort by these guys. 

Cheers, 

Dennis Crouch 

Rambler Editor 

 

 

 

       



3 

 

      

 

GET A TICKET…..BE A WINNER!! 
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THANK YOU TO MAJOR SPONSORS 
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AROUND THE GREENS 
PENNANTS 

A great effort by the Rams to get 3 out of 6 grades into the regional play-offs. Two more 

grades just missed out.  

Thanks you to the selectors and managers, all of whom contributed to the club’s success. 

 
 

THE SENSATIONAL SEVENS 
 

 

 
 

THE FIGHTING FOURS 
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THE FIVES LIKE A CHALLENGE 
 

 

CHAMPION OF CHAMPION PAIRS 

 

 

Guy and Gary having a well deserved beer after winning their first game in the Champion of 

Champions. 

Fantastic effort. 
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We have a new member but I didn’t get her name 

 

MEMBER PROFILE – EDDIE KLAASSEN 

Eddie Klaassen was born in Den Haig, Holland, number 6 in a family of 10 children 

with 8 brothers and one sister, who migrated to Australia by boat arriving in Melbourne on 

April Fool’s Day in 1961. He was five years old at the time and one of his last memories of 

his old home was being asked to bring in the milk. Not realizing the milk pail was quite that 

heavy he tripped and fell down the stairs covering himself in milk and getting a head gash 

requiring several stitches.  Having a head wound meant he wasn’t allowed to swim in the 

pool on the boat. An instruction he ignored.  

The eventual destination was always Sydney with its greater work opportunities, so 

the family caught a train north and settled in the Government housing suburb of Green 

Valley near Liverpool.  The older children found life difficult as they had to learn a new 

language and fit into a different society but Eddie with his penchant for sport fitted in 

straight away although the youthful Eddie was a lousy loser. When he was dismissed in 

cricket, he smashed up the bat and stalked off. Warned that if he did it again, he would be 

banned from the school cricket team he wised up and learned to control his 

disappointment. He joined a local team and made his first hundred at sixteen. Having a good 
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eye for the ball, Eddie played Representative cricket in the Martin shield as an opening 

batsman. He once made three hundreds in one season. 

In the cricket off season, he joined a local baseball team and played into his mid-

thirties. 

Eddie began work at CBC bank but left after three years and started at Blackwood 

Hodge Spare Parts Division. In his mid-twenties he again changed employers starting work in 

the maintenance section at Campbelltown Hospital. Moving to finance he stayed until 

retirement at sixty.   

Around 2004 the hospital social committee organized a mini-Olympics. It was in this 

that Eddie played his first ever bowls game with Dave Price and Steve Della.  He enjoyed this 

new sport and when an invitation to the local Camden club was issued, Eddie was only too 

keen to take it up.  He was initially coached by Franky Lipscombe and practised two or three 

times a week as well as playing in tournaments.  

In his first year at Camden Men’s, Eddie won the Minor Singles and then went on to 

defeat John Bugden in the Major Singles the following year. This entitled him to progress to 

the District Singles which he also won. Karl Szynal was the club coach then and took Eddie 

under his wing playing many tournaments and club games to success. They won the Major 

Pairs together then went on to win the District Pairs and then on to the State Pairs 

competition where they were beaten by two Grade 1 players by one shot. In those days the 

competition was a ‘sets’ play with the top players taking the first and Eddie and Karl winning 

the second. The top players took the title in the tie-break.  

Two years later Eddie repeated his major singles triumph going on to State again. He 

and Karl were a force on the green winning the pairs against John Bugden and Paul Burns. 

However, seeking greater challenges Eddie joined St John’s Park where he found the 

atmosphere totally different from the laid-back attitude at Camden. Playing Tuesday and 

Thursday and training on Wednesday, it was a much more intense attitude. 

Having already had success in high profile events he was selected as skip in the grade 

three pennant side with a great group of blokes. At St John’s Park he won the Senior Singles 

twice, going on to State both times, but the standard of players was much higher, and the 

competition better so major championships were harder to come by.  

Upon retirement and with nine growing grandchildren Eddie decided to devote more 

time to his family so moved back to Camden where there is less demand for his time on the 

green. In partner with his son, he bought a boat and began seeking the elusive fish. 

Unfortunately, his son then departed for the USA for work so for the next few years Eddie’s 

main fishing trips were when the whole family gathered in Foster for two weeks.  
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Now at Camden, where there is less emphasis on competition, Eddie no longer 

misses the christenings and birthdays he has sacrificed for his sport in the past. He looks 

forward to adding a bit of travel to the fishing excursions he enjoys now that his son has 

returned from America.  

   

By The Scribbler.  

 

 

 
Chrysler's under dash record player for your car called "Highway Hi-Fi" from the late 1950s 
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This image of the Osmonds screams '70s... really loudly 
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This Map Of All Sunken Japanese Navy Ships During WWII. Japan lost over half of their 
ships, 334 warships in total 

 

BURRAGORANG VALLEY 
 

 
 
 

This image shows country women from the Burragorang Valley coming to town in 1923. 
They are done up in hats, gloves and stockings and travel in the valley service car run by 

Claude Jenkins. He ran a daily service between Camden and the Valley using this Light Buick 
Six Tourer. Here they are stopped at The Bluff lookout above the Burragorang Valley. 

(Camden Images) 
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 TITANIC 
 

 
 

Arguably the least enviable of jobs aboard Titanic was that of the nearly 300 men known as 
the 'Black Gang'. On the lower decks, firemen (or stokers), greasers and coal trimmers kept 
the ship of dreams moving. Titanic had 6 watertight boiler rooms, with 10 firemen and 4 
trimmers in each room.  
As an executive of the White Star line put it years later, 'blackened with coal dust, and 
streaked with sweat, they seldom smiled. It was killing work.' Indeed, only about 40 of these 
men survived, as most decided to keep the boilers from exploding and the electricity on 
when the water started pouring.  

___________________///___________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

A man with a child in an Irish pub, 1950s. 
“Here’s to a long life and a merry one. A quick death and an easy one. A pretty girl and an 
honest one. A cold pint and another one!” ~ An old Irish proverb.  
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THE LAST MODEL T 
 

 
 
 

The Last Model T Ford Rolls Off the Assembly Line: A Historic Moment in Automotive History 
On July 3, 1927, a significant chapter in automotive history came to a close when the last 
ever Model T Ford, motor number 14,987,899, rolled off the assembly line at the Ford plant 
on Southwestern Parkway in Louisville, Kentucky. This moment marked the end of an era for 
the car that revolutionized not only the automotive industry but also the way people lived 
and worked around the world. 
The Model T: Henry Ford’s Masterpiece 
The Model T, affectionately known as the "Tin Lizzie," was introduced by Henry Ford in 
1908. Ford’s goal was to produce an affordable, reliable car that the average American could 
own. By standardizing production with the use of interchangeable parts and the innovative 
moving assembly line, Ford dramatically reduced manufacturing costs. This enabled the 
Model T to be sold at an accessible price—eventually as low as $260 in the mid-1920s, a 
figure almost unimaginable at the time for a motor vehicle. 
From the car’s inception, it was a symbol of modernity, mobility, and freedom. The Model T 
transformed the landscape of America and beyond, offering personal transportation to the 
masses and altering work and leisure patterns. By the time the last Model T was made, over 
15 million units had been produced, making it one of the best-selling cars in history. 
 
The Final Model T in Louisville 
As the Ford Motor Company began to shift its focus to newer, more advanced models, it 
was decided that the era of the Model T had come to an end. The Louisville plant, located 
on Southwestern Parkway, was selected as the site for the assembly of the last Model T, a 
fitting choice as the plant had been an essential contributor to the mass production of Ford 
vehicles. 
On July 3, 1927, the final Model T, motor number 14,987,899, was carefully assembled. 
Though the Ford production process had become highly mechanized, the significance of this 
moment was not lost on the workers and management. The last Model T represented the 
end of a production line that had become synonymous with innovation and industrial 
efficiency. 
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The Legacy of the Model T 
The last Model T’s departure from the Louisville plant didn’t just mark the end of a car’s 
production; it signalled the close of a monumental chapter in American industrial history. 
The Model T's influence extended far beyond the automotive world. Its affordability and 
widespread ownership helped lay the groundwork for the rise of suburbs, improved roads, 
and even the culture of road trips and tourism. 
Henry Ford himself was present to oversee the production of the last Model T, a moment 
filled with nostalgia and pride. His vision of mass-producing a car for the common person 
had succeeded beyond anyone’s expectations, and the lessons learned from the Model T’s 
production would continue to shape the automotive industry for decades. 
While the last Model T was a moment of reflection, it also pointed toward the future. That 
same year, Ford began focusing on its successor, the Model A, which was designed to meet 
the evolving demands of consumers who sought more comfort, speed, and style in their 
vehicles. 
 
A Timeless Symbol 
Today, the last Model T remains a symbol of innovation and progress. It reflects the power 
of Henry Ford's vision and the resilience of the American worker, whose hands helped build 
an automobile that changed the world. The Model T’s legacy lives on, both in the thousands 
of surviving vehicles cherished by collectors and in the broader cultural and industrial 
impact it left on society. 
As the last Model T, motor number 14,987,899, rolled off the assembly line in Louisville, 
Kentucky, on that summer day in 1927, it marked the end of an era. However, the spirit of 
the Model T—the democratization of transportation, the efficiency of production, and the 
ingenuity of design—continues to shape the automotive world and modern life today. 

 
___________________///___________________ 

 
 

 
 

Mount St. Helens photographed from the same spot, one day before, and four months after 
erupting in 1980 
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The Rise and Fall of New York City’s Pneumatic Tube Mail System 
In the bustling streets of early 20th-century New York City, the need for a more efficient 
method of transporting mail across a vast urban landscape became increasingly apparent. 
To address this, an ingenious solution was introduced in the form of a pneumatic tube 
system. Spanning an impressive 27 miles and connecting 23 post offices across Manhattan, 
the network used air pressure to propel letters and small packages through underground 
pipes at remarkable speeds. This innovative infrastructure not only eased the congestion of 
traditional mail delivery but also became a symbol of a rapidly modernizing city. 
The system, which became operational in 1897, allowed for the transport of mail at a speed 
of nearly 30 miles per hour. Mail was placed into cylindrical carriers, each capable of holding 
up to 600 letters, and then inserted into the tubes. Using compressed air and vacuum 
pressure, the carriers would shoot through the network, arriving at their designated 
destinations in mere minutes. The pneumatic tubes ran as deep as 15 feet below the city’s 
surface, crisscrossing major avenues and cutting through the heart of New York’s most 
densely populated areas. 
 
Initially, the pneumatic tube system offered a significant advantage over the traditional 
horse-drawn wagons and later, motor vehicles that delivered mail. In a city where the flow 
of traffic was often chaotic and unpredictable, the underground network could guarantee a 
reliable and timely delivery of mail between post offices, making it an ideal solution for 
handling urgent communications in a busy metropolis. 
 
A Marvel of Urban Innovation 
The network was part of a broader movement to integrate technology into urban 
infrastructure. Similar systems were also adopted in cities like Philadelphia, Chicago, and 
Boston, though New York’s remained the most extensive and celebrated. The tubes in New 
York City, made from cast iron and measuring eight inches in diameter, ran beneath major 
streets such as Broadway and Park Avenue, connecting the Grand Central Post Office, Wall 
Street, and other key postal hubs. 
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By the 1920s, New York’s pneumatic tube system was handling an estimated 95,000 letters 
a day, playing a critical role in supporting the city’s postal operations. The system proved 
especially valuable during times of heavy mail volume, such as the holiday season, and for 
quickly transporting urgent business and legal documents between financial districts. 
 
Decline and Discontinuation 
Despite its early success, the pneumatic tube network began to show signs of obsolescence 
by the mid-20th century. Advances in transportation, such as the development of more 
reliable trucks and the growing efficiency of surface mail routes, started to overshadow the 
benefits of the tube system. Moreover, the tubes required extensive maintenance, and their 
operation was costly. 
The advent of new communication technologies, including the widespread adoption of 
telephones and eventually fax machines, also reduced the demand for such rapid intra-city 
mail delivery. By the early 1950s, the system’s usage had dwindled significantly, and on 
December 30, 1957, New York’s pneumatic tube mail system was officially discontinued. 
 
A Legacy of Innovation 
Although the pneumatic tube system is no longer in use, its impact on New York’s postal 
history is undeniable. It served as a testament to human ingenuity and the desire to improve 
the efficiency of everyday tasks through technological innovation. The tubes remain a 
fascinating relic of the past—one that speaks to a time when air-powered cylinders were the 
epitome of urban progress. 
Today, remnants of the once-thriving network can still be found beneath the streets of New 
York, buried alongside the forgotten utilities and pathways of a bygone era. For those with 
an interest in the history of the city’s infrastructure, the pneumatic tubes are a reminder of 
how far we have come in the relentless pursuit of connectivity and communication. 

 
 

___________________///___________________ 
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The second person to survive going over the Niagara falls, Bobby Leach later died of 
complications caused by slipping on an orange peel (at the age of 69). Pictured: Bobby Leach 

and his barrel after his trip over Niagara Falls, 1911. 
 
 

 
 

NOW THAT'S PRETTY COOL but the view from the hotel windows must be very boring! A 
Floating Rescue House. In WW2 the Luftwaffe deployed rescue buoys in the English Channel 
to provide shelter to downed pilots. They had bed bunks, stoves, basic supplies inside and 

could be checked once or twice a day to see if any survivors were in to send a rescue 
floatplane. 
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“Being the richest man in the cemetery doesn't matter to me. Going to bed at night saying 
we've done something wonderful... that's what matters to me.” ― Steve Jobs 
Photo: Steve Wozniak's Apple I computer (1976) 

 
 
 

GIANT TAPE RECORDER 
 

 
 
 
 

In 1924, the Blattnerphone, an early magnetic tape recorder, revolutionized the way audio 
was recorded and played back. Developed by Dr. Kurt Stille and Louis Blattner, this 
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innovative technology was one of the first to use steel tape for magnetic recording, which 
allowed for more reliable and higher-quality sound reproduction compared to the 
previously used methods like phonograph records. The device was a breakthrough in the 
field of audio technology, offering a level of fidelity and convenience that had previously 
been unattainable. 
The Blattnerphone was primarily used by the BBC and other broadcasters to record radio 
programs for later rebroadcasting, especially for international transmission. Before the 
advent of tape recorders, radio broadcasts had to be done live or recorded onto fragile 
discs, which were cumbersome to transport and had limited durability. The Blattnerphone’s 
magnetic tape allowed for better sound quality and the ability to store recordings for future 
use, enabling broadcasters to transmit programs to other countries and preserve content 
for later airings. This capability was especially important for organizations like the BBC, 
which had a global reach and needed a reliable system for recording and distributing their 
broadcasts. 
While the Blattnerphone was an important step in the development of magnetic recording 
technology, it was not without its challenges. The steel tape used in the recorder was prone 
to stretching and wear, and the devices were large and expensive. Nonetheless, it paved the 
way for future advancements in audio recording, eventually leading to the development of 
more practical and efficient systems, including reel-to-reel tape recorders and, later, the 
cassette tape. The Blattnerphone remains a fascinating part of the history of sound 
recording, marking the beginning of a technological evolution that would transform the 
media and entertainment industries. 
 

___________________///___________________ 
 

 
 

10 MB Floppy Disk of 1960: A Tech Marvel of Its Time! 
Year: 1960 
Storage Capacity: 10 MB 
Cost thousands of dollars—accessible only to big corporations. 
Stored enough to hold just a few high-quality photos by today’s standards. 
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At Home With The World. This television set, retailing for $100, is reportedly the first 
moderately priced receiver manufactured in quantity. Rose Clare Leonard watches the 

screen, which reproduces a 5×7 image, as she tunes in at the first public post-war showing 
at a New York department store, on August 24, 1945. 
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___________________///___________________ 
 
 

 
 

John Steinbeck's Letter to Marilyn Monroe. April 28, 1955 
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CHARLES LINDBERG 
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This is the cockpit in which Charles Lindbergh sat while piloting the first aircraft to make a 
solo non-stop transatlantic flight, the Spirit of Saint Louis, in May of 1927. Note the 
periscope used instead of a forward window. The Spirit was designed and built in San Diego 
to compete for the $25,000 Orteig Prize, which was offered by New York hotel owner 
Raymond Orteig to the first aviator to cross the Atlantic non-stop, either from New York to 
Paris or vice versa. 
Lindbergh, a U.S. Air Mail pilot, believed that a single-engine, single-seat, high-wing 
monoplane would provide him with the best chance of success. Under his close supervision, 
the Spirit was designed and constructed in just 60 days. 
To enhance the centre of gravity and minimize the risk of being crushed in case of a crash, 
Lindbergh had the large main and forward fuel tanks placed in the front section of the 
fuselage, ahead of the pilot, with the oil tank acting as a firewall. As a result of this design 
choice, there was no front windshield, and forward visibility was limited to the side 
windows. However, this arrangement didn't bother Lindbergh, as he was accustomed to 
flying in the rear cockpit of mail planes with mail bags in the front. When he needed to see 
forward, he would simply look out the sides. 
To address the need for some forward vision, Lindbergh enlisted the help of a former 
submarine serviceman to design and install a periscope. Inside the cramped cockpit, 
measuring 94 cm wide, 81 cm long, and 130 cm high, Lindbergh couldn't even stretch his 
legs. 
Today, the Spirit of St. Louis is on display at the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum. 
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DAD JOKES  
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