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THE RAMBLER             

                              FEBRUARY 2025 

Camden Bowling Club (since 1939)  

President:  Mark Donehue, 0457 506 814, mdonehue@bigpond.net.au 
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                           Kevin Harris, 0409 308 889, kevin@prestigem.com.au 
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Bowls Organiser: Steve Laker, 0412 815 505                 

Publicity Officer: Ken Morrell, 0429 204 016, anniken51@bigpond.com                        

Match Chairman: Gary Trick, 0417 317 541                            

Selector Chairman: Rick Staats, 0455 665 217, rickstaats61@gmail.com 

Coaching Coordinator: John Bugden, 0450 306 073, johnb6073@hotmail.com 

Welfare Officer: Peter Williams, 0417 248 008, willowsplace1@gmail.com 

Rambler Editor: Dennis Crouch, 0402 089 164, crouchdennis@hotmail.com                           
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EDITOR RAMBLINGS 

Members, 

We’ve got a couple of championship competitions going on at the moment. The Major Pairs 

will be completed in a couple of weeks and team Clarke doing battle with team Everingham. 

Should be a cracker. Also, the Mixed Pairs is getting close to the final. 

The sheet is up for the Challenge Pairs. 

On the Pennants front, The Rams have not had the success we were hoping for in the higher 

grades but the 6’s and 7’s are still in with a great chance. 

Cheers, 

Dennis Crouch 

Rambler Editor 
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GET A TICKET…..BE A WINNER!! 
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THANK YOU TO MAJOR SPONSORS 
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DATE DAY EVENT

1 Sat Open Pennants Round 5

2 Sun Club Minor Pairs      9:30am

3 Mon

4 Tue
Social Bowls am

Turn around Triples pm
5 Wed Social Bowls Womens am

6 Thu Social Bowls  pm

7 Fri

8 Sat Open Pennants Round 6

9 Sun Club Minor Pairs      9:30am

10 Mon

11 Tue
Social Bowls am

Turn around Triples pm
12 Wed Social Bowls Womens am

13 Thu Social Bowls  pm

14 Fri Friendly Friday am

15 Sat Open Pennants Round 7

16 Sun Club Minor Pairs      9am  + 1pm

17 Mon

18 Tue
Social Bowls am

Turn around Triples pm

19 Wed Social Bowls Womens am

20 Thu Social Bowls  pm

21 Fri Handicapped Pairs

22 Sat Open Pennants Round 8

23 Sun
24 Mon

25 Tue
Social Bowls am

Turn around Triples pm

26 Wed Social Bowls Womens am

27 Thu Social Bowls  pm

28 Fri Handicapped Pairs

29 Sat Open Pennants Round 9

30 Sun
31 Mon

MARCH '25
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AROUND THE GREENS 
 

MIXED PAIRS 

 

 

 

 Hundreds of people flock to Camden Bowling Club to witness 

the opening round of the mixed pairs!! 

 



9 

 

 

HOW GOOD IS PENNANTS!! 

 

ORANGE GOLDEN EAGLE COMPETITION 

 

 
 

Well done to Buggo and Ash. Third place in this very tough event. 
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CAMPBELLTOWN TURNAROUND FOURS 

 

It was a full field at the hugely successful Turnaround Fours at Campbelltown on a Friday 

night in January with several Camden teams present. Second place getters were Mick 

Shiner, Ken Morrell, Pat Phibbs, organiser Simone Wilkinson and Steve Hole. GO CAMDEN.                  

                                             

TUESDAY BOWLS 

What a great success story Tuesday bowls is. Every week we see a full sheet and dozens of 

bowlers out on the greens having the best time. 

 

Thank you to Alex and June….legends.  

 

___________________///___________________ 
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MEMBER PROFILE –  BRUCE KING     

Bruce King was born in Ryde Hospital on the 9th June 1954 so he is one of our younger members. 

He grew up in the nearby suburb of South Wentworthville in the house his dad and Uncle built. 

His parents lived in boarding houses until constructing their own house in Monterey Street 

which at the time was surrounded by cow paddocks with no sealed roads, sewerage or even 

septic facilities. He can still remember the night cart man coming by to pick up the creosote 

treated can from the outside dunny.  

In1960 Bruce began his schooling at Wentworth Public School. Hilltop school was the closest 

one, but it did not have sewer, so Mum decided Bruce had to attend Wentworthville because 

that was sewered. When his class graduated to high school all his mates went to Greystanes 

High, but Bruce was sent to Merrylands because that was where his elder sister went. There he 

played Rugby League and cricket and was soon accepted by his peers. He was a member of  the 

team that won the Lansdowne Rugby Legue Zone Q competition in 1968.  

Leaving school at 16 he completed an electrical apprenticeship with Prospect County Council 

before leaving to work with Stowe Australia where he stayed for most of his working life. Here 
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he eventually reached the position of Client Manager installing infrastructure for Optus. One 

night he spent a whole shift at the peak of the Centrepoint tower maintaining a generator 

throughout the night with the lights of Sydney sprawled out below and a universe of stars above.  

He was foreman on many large construction projects in Brisbane and Sydney managing teams of 

people and a constant flow of materials but in the early 2000’s Bruce decided to be independent 

and work for himself. He bought  a six-tonne truck and began local deliveries. Unfortunately, no 

matter how hard he worked the money wasn’t there, so he returned to electrical work at Stowes 

and stayed with them until his retirement.  

Seeking the laid-back country lifestyle Lyn and Bruce moved to Queensland for five years 

working as a foreman with Stowes. One of his first major jobs was renovating the Brisbane 

Industrial Prison, Wacol (Now the Brisbane Correctional Centre). Here the workers were warned 

not to run their fingers under the tables or above the doorjambs as the prisoners would stick 

razor blades there to catch unwary guards on their contraband searches. As their work left them 

exposed to the prison population they had to be escorted everywhere by two guards. It made 

working very difficult.   

Family and their growing grandchildren drew them back to Sydney and the Narellan area which 

was affordable and quiet at that time. Still employed as a construction foreman he was head-

hunted to control work on two of the three entrance lobbies to the International Towers 

commercial skyscraper complex in the Sydney central business district at Barangaroo. Lend 

Lease were the contractors for the buildings with Stowes subcontracting the electrical work and 

they needed someone who could get the job done.  

One of his many memorable experiences was walking underground all the way from Broadway 

to Martin Place in the old convict constructed tunnels which are now service tunnels under the 

city. They were hand hewn and lined with handmade bricks. Millions of them. He has also 

walked the convict tunnels used to transport prisoners from Victoria Barracks to the courthouse. 

Bruce took up lawn bowls on retirement at the urging of his wife Lyn who wanted him out of the 

house and doing a sporting hobby. Alex Matheson gave him a few lessons before he was ‘ready 

to go.’ Alex encouraged him to play Trific Tuesday and then move onto Thursday Social.  
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When he was younger, he used to watch the ABC show Jack High in black and white with players 

like Rob Parella and Ian Schubeck featured, so this gave him an idea of what the game was 

about.  

Asked, what were his most notable achievements on the green, besides winning the C Singles in 

2021, he replied that he was still waiting but skippering a rink into the Grade Seven Pennant 

finals in his first year of bowls was pretty satisfying. 

A club does not function without volunteers, so Bruce put himself forward to serve on the Match 

Committee. It’s no good sitting on your hands and complaining unless you can help run the club 

by volunteering for some part of it.  

His best experience with Camden Bowling Club has been meeting and playing with a great bunch 

of people. This includes cleaning up after the floods and helping with topdressing the greens 

when required. 
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THIS IS HOW BIG REDWOODS ARE 

 

 



16 

 

 

 

THE ENIGMA OF THE EGYPTIANS 
 
The Great Pyramid of Cheops contains an enigma that no historian or archaeologist likes to 
talk about. All archaeologists agree that the structure of the pyramid is composed of some 
2,400,000 rock blocks weighing between 2 and 70 tonnes. Each of these rock blocks was 
positioned with absolute precision, as the pyramid has a margin of error of only 1 
centimetre at the base, and only 1 degree of alignment to the north. A similar result can 
only be achieved today with laser-guided construction systems. 
... 
But it is not the precision with which the Great Pyramid was built that is impressive. Nor do 
we want to go into how the blocks were transported. Instead, the 'hundred-gun question' is 
another: how long did it take them? Why is this 'the question of all questions' to be asked? 
... 
Assuming that Egyptian workers managed to cut, transport and place 1 block a day, it would 
have taken exactly (2,400,000 : 365) years to build the Great Pyramid, i.e. 6,575 years to 
finish it. This means that the pyramid, given for completion in about 2,500 B.C., would have 
been started in at least 9,000 B.C. But according to archaeologists, the Great Pyramid was 
built in only 10 years around 2,500 B.C. What does this statement imply? 
... 
To be built in about 10 years, as official archaeology teaches, calculating that work was only 
done in daylight and thus 10 hours a day, each block of the pyramid must have been cut, 
transported and placed at the rate of minus 1 every minute, i.e. one every 60 seconds or so. 
(1 block x 60 minutes x 10 hours x 365 days x 10 years) = 2,190,000. Can you imagine a 
group of workers with tools as soft as copper, who do not even know the wheel in that time, 
cutting blocks from 2 to 70 tonnes, transporting them on logs via ramps and placing 1 every 
minute without interruption, every day, every week, every month, every year, for 10 years? 
I honestly have some difficulty. 
... 
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The Great Pyramid was certainly built by people who lived in the place where it was found. 
But it is quite evident that the time it was built, and perhaps also the people who built it, are 
probably not what many people think. 
 

 

 
 
 

___________________///___________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

Rathbone Dental Unit 1933. 
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PATIENT BUYING CIGARETTES IN HOSPITAL IN THE 1950S 
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If you think you’ve made some bad decisions in your life, think about this. Apple's third co-
founder Ronald Wayne, sold his 10% stake for $800 in 1976. (The stake is currently valued at 

$270 billion). 
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DAD JOKES  
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