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EDITOR RAMBLINGS 

Members, 

We completed a couple of Championship events this month. Congratulations to Gary Clarke 

and Guy Wilton…Major Pairs winners and to the father and son team, Josh and Shane 

Woods, who took out the hotly contested Minor Pairs competition 

Also congratulations to Karl Szynal and Sandra McBlain on winning the mixed pairs. 

The Challenge Pairs is nearing its conclusion and the Club Triples start early April. 

In the Pennants, the 2s are out but all other grades have a chance, especially the 4’s and 5’s, 

who are leading the competition at the moment. 

Our 6 monthly meeting was held this month and it was great to see a big turnout for the 

meeting, especially by the women’s club. We are very lucky to have such a competent board 

leading the Men’s club at the moment. 

Cheers, 

Dennis Crouch 

Rambler Editor 
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GET A TICKET…..BE A WINNER!! 
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THANK YOU TO MAJOR SPONSORS 
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AROUND THE GREENS 
MAJOR PAIRS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Guy Wilton and Gary Clark winning the 
Major Pairs. 
Also, to Steve Finnerty and Mick Everingham, runners up.  
A good crowd on hand to watch some great bowls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINOR PAIRS 

 

Conratulations to the father and son team, Josh and Shane Woods, who took out the hotly 

contested Minor Pairs competition 
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“THREE BEERS” IS NOW TO BE KNOWN AS “ONE SOCK” 

 

 

Mick. Where the 

hell did you find 

that ridiculous 

shirt? 

You won’t believe it 

but I found it in the 

rag bag at Wivenho. 

Crazy eh!  
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
 

Meet Bob Brixby 
 
 
 

___________________///___________________ 
 

 
 

For those wanting new clothes in anticipation of spring, look no further than these 1970s 
gems 
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MEMBER PROFILE –  FRANK RAE     

Frank Rea was born and grew up in Belfast, Northern Ireland attending Springfield 

Primary School and Everton Intermediate School where he played Rugby Union, Hockey and 

Soccer. He excelled at soccer playing with the Belfast Boys  team in the Northern Ireland 

Schoolboys International. This opened the door for him to trial with English professional 

clubs and over the next few years he trialled with Sunderland, Exeter City, Newcastle, 

Sheffield Wednesday and Wolverhampton Wanderers. But the Irish boys were only given a 

month’s chance against the locals six months or more, so they had to stand out immediately. 

Unfortunately, Frank did not have the necessary flair, and the locals were not keen to assist 

someone trying to take a place they coveted. He returned home to play with Irish Premier 

League club Glentoran-Linfield and work with vehicle spare parts supply.  

In  1970 Australia, Canada and New Zealand were all seeking tradesmen, so  a 

schoolboy friend decided to emigrate, and Frank came with him. Australia was the choice as 

he already had a sister and brother here. He intended to stay only long enough to fulfil the 

two-year residency clause of his ten-pound-fare but as his parents came out two years later he 

stayed a bit longer. He came for two years and has been here for fifty-four only returning 

once for a brief holiday. 

Even though the Troubles were largely over by then the situation was still fraught and 

he was happy to return to his adopted home. Here he was once again working in automotive 

spare parts supplying parts for busses and cars. He found he had an aptitude for the work and 

could easily remember the numbers and locations of the stock. 

On arriving in Australia, the Government Employment Agency offered him work at 

Camperdown and he took it not knowing where Camperdown was. He soon found he had to 

travel a fair way to work each day via a lift with brother-in-law then bus then train so when 

an opportunity for work closer to home presented itself he jumped at it.  

When he arrived, he had a clearance from the Belfast Glentoran Soccer Club so began 

playing with first Division Sydney side St George Budapest, but the travel made attending 

training three days a week very difficult. He decided to drop back to the amateur league and 

played all age soccer for Kuringai. He was also coaching juniors at the time and some of the 

dads played Over 40’s soccer so he was encouraged to join them.  

Back at work Frank was often in trouble with the senior employees as he could 

remember the part numbers they had to look up in the catalogue. This meant he could serve 

customers more quickly and efficiently. He was warned in no uncertain terms not to show off 

in front of management. Head hunted to Hornsby as a parts manager he stayed for several 

years until the company folded.  

He was working a middle management job with Jaguar-Rover Australia when the 

government increased the tax on imported luxury cars and Frank was laid off. A friendly 

neighbour informed him of a job at Macquarie University setting up for the upcoming exams. 
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For a simple labouring job like that Frank still had to appear before a panel of five academics 

and justify his application. He must have appeared suitably learned for he was taken on and 

stayed at the university for the next eight years working casual short-term contracts on the 

financial side. A restructuring in 1999 allowed him to apply for a permanent job as an 

account manager. He stayed for 24 years.  

Part of the social side of the university was the staff versus students’ soccer 

competition which Frank played in but as he got older found the young players too energetic 

so gave the game away. 

Frank’s in-laws played bowls, and he rolled up with them on occasions so had an 

appreciation of the game. The RSL club was his watering hole, so he was encouraged to play 

there but due to work did not take it seriously. However, in 2017 and newly retired he moved 

across the road to CMBC and began playing in earnest. A tip on his grip from Bruce Turton 

improved his game and he went from strength to strength. During those early years Frank 

spent a lot of time on the green practising and playing with his game constantly improving. 

He was in the Grade 7 flag winning team in 2017 and was Runner Up in the Handicap 

Pairs. Two years later he took out the Rookie of the Year. 2019 he was runner up in the Club 

Senior Singles. 2021 he was once again in the pennant winning side and played off in the 

State Reserve Fours. 2021 Frank was Runner Up in the club Championship Fours team and 

2022 he was Runner Up in the Consistency Singles. His latest big achievement was to make 

the final of the Zone 5 Open Reserve Triples as skipper with Bob Wareham and Keith 

Pocock. Frank has been runner up many times but with increased experience is looking 

forward to that big win just over the horizon. 

Frank Rea was a ten-pound om who came from Northern Ireland intending to stay a 

couple of years and stayed for fifty-four. He has lived all over Sydney but now calls Camden 

home. He enjoys his game of bowls but mostly he enjoys the company of a great bunch of 

blokes at the Camden Bowling Club.   

The Scribbler 
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THE CAMDEN FLOODS 

 

 

 

This flood evacuation plan was found during one of the three floods we had at the 

club in 2022. It had been up on the wall in the steel shed. 
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What 5 megabytes of computer data looked like in 1966. 

 

 

 

 

The Medical Centre’s IBM 7904 mainframe computer system, circa 1969. The entire 
computer once took up almost half a building, the other half was the air conditioning 
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A B-24 ball turret gunner 
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LOS ANGELESOIL RIGS 
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THIS WAS LAS VEGAS IN 1947 
 
 

MOUNT PANARAMA: A LEGACY OF SPEED AND SKILL 
 

 
 

In the late 1930s and early 1940s, “Mount Panorama”, located in Bathurst, New South 
Wales, Australia, was already carving out its place in motorsport history. The pit straight, 
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lined with rudimentary pit crews and a rugged charm, was a hive of activity as mechanics 
and drivers worked tirelessly to push their vehicles to the limits. These early days of racing 
at Mount Panorama laid the foundation for what would become one of the most iconic 
motorsport events in the world.  
The legacy of Bathurst was further solidified with the birth of the “Armstrong 500” in 1960. 
Originally held at the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit, this 500-mile endurance race tested 
both man and machine. In 1963, the race moved to Mount Panorama, Bathurst, and quickly 
became a permanent fixture, drawing international attention. The shift from a 500-mile 
format to the 1,000-kilometer distance in 1973 marked the evolution of what is now known 
as the Bathurst 1000, a true test of endurance, strategy, and skill.  
From its humble beginnings to its status as a premier motorsport event, the Bathurst 1000 
has been a stage for some of the greatest rivalries and most thrilling moments in racing. The 
unique challenges posed by Mount Panorama’s undulating layout, including the steep 
climbs and tight turns, make it one of the most challenging circuits in the world.  
As spectators fill the stands and teams prepare in state-of-the-art pits today, it’s important 
to remember the early pioneers who laid the groundwork for this incredible event. "Every 
legend begins with a single lap; Mount Panorama proves that greatness is earned mile by 
mile." 
 

WOODSTOCK 
 

 
 
 

Jerry and Judy Griffin met when her car broke down on the way to the legendary music 
festival. 
Jerry and Judy Griffin had what they call an "instant connection." 
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"At that moment Jerry, who was caravanning to the festival with a group of friends in two 
VW Beetles, thought his luck had definitely changed for the better. “I thought, ‘Okay, this is 
definitely unusual. We just picked up this really cute girl. And I’m going to Woodstock and 
I’ve got a tent and she doesn’t. 
“For 50 years we’ve been looking for a picture of ourselves, and out of the blue one shows 
up,” he says. “We’d known each other less than 48 hours when that was taken.” 
The festival was only three days, but the connection between the two lasted much longer ― 
they’ve been together ever since and now have two sons and five grandchildren. 

 

 

 
 
 

   

       



23 

 

   

 

    

 

        



24 

 

    

 

       

 

      



25 

 

  

 

    

        



26 

 

      

       

 

    



27 

 

   

    

 

         



28 

 

       

        

 

           

 



29 

 

     

          

 

      

 



30 

 

        

     

 
 
 

 



31 

 

DAD JOKES  
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