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EDITOR RAMBLINGS 

Members, 

The regional singles have now been completed. We only had one player go through to the 

final and that was Michael Ryles. He played great bowls to get to the final but unfortunately 

he lost to the Austral young gun. Great effort mate. 

October sees the commencement of all the singles…….Major, “C”, Minor and Consistency. 

Good luck to all entrants. 

 

Cheers, 

Dennis Crouch 

Rambler Editor 
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THANK YOU TO MAJOR SPONSORS 

         

       

           

           

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 



7 

 

AROUND THE GREENS 

CHALLENGE PAIRS 

 

This month saw the completion of Challenge Pairs. The final was a great game, which went 

to a tiebreak. Josh Lord and Greg Hannah were worthy winners. Thank you to Gail who filled 

in for Greg Hoddy. Greg had to pull out due to a serious eye injury. In a weird twist of fate, 

Karl also had to fill in in the final and Gail had to skip. She did a great job in that role.  

PINK ON THE RINK 

A great day hosted by the ladies club. A fun day which raised $1000 for the Sony 

Foundation.  

 

THE WINNERS 



8 

 

 

  

 

WISEMANS PARK OVER 50s 

Yet another great turn up from Camden Bowling Club 

 

    

                        FIRST PLACE                                         THIRD PLACE 
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AUSTRAL 5,6,7 TRIPLES 

  
Third place winners at the Austral 5,6,7 Triples were Camden's Kerry Lowe, Mike Ryles and 

Ken Morrell. First place in the drinking competition were Mick Xbox, Steve Cohen and Linc 

McLaren. A great day was had by all. 

RESERVE SINGLES 
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Great effort by Michael Ryles to get to the final of this event. He was right in the game early 

but unfortunatley he went down to a young hot shot from Austral in difficult conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Again there was good support from the Rams club 
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MEMBER PROFILE –  KEITH PHEGAN 

       

 

Keith Phegan is a lot more than the little man who takes your money on a Thursday with a 

glass of red at his elbow. He has lived all over Australia and been involved in many different sports.  

Born in the City of Sydney Keith spent his first few years in Arncliffe and Neutral Bay before 

the family moved to Riverwood where he started school and then he went on to East Hills Boys High 

where he played all the usual sports in rugby, cricket, tennis and basketball.  Graduating with his 

Leaving Certificate he began five years at university studying for his Bachelor’s Degree in Commerce 

majoring in Accountancy. Then he did a post graduate diploma in Cost Accounting. What little free 

time he had was taken up with motorbikes and tennis. Being a part time course Keith worked at 

various companies like Shell, Nestle and Taubman’s as a clerical assistant as part of his course 

training.  He rode his motorbike to and from work and claimed it was the only way to travel.  

In fact, he raced bikes in short circuit scrambles and was very competitive but only at club 

level.  

After marrying Maureen, he went to work for her uncle who compiled the greyhound racing 

recorder. Dissatisfied with the lack of potential Keith took up a job with James Hardie of asbestos 

fame. Conditions were not conducive to good health, but the staff were a happy bunch, and many 

good times were enjoyed by all. And all his friends lived on! About a thousand people worked there 

until it was closed in the mid 80’s and all thought it was a good place to work.  

Keith was encouraged to give up motorbikes as he had few near misses. One day he 

returned home to Pennant Hills with Maureen meeting him at the door with his helmet in one hand 

and his jacket in the other demanding an explanation for the damage on them. The previous day he 

had gone for a spill when he hit an oil slick going downhill on a bend. That was the end of the 

motorbikes.  

Ensuing years saw Keith active in his lifelong passion of sailing. He sailed a 12-foot Gwen at 

the St George Sailing Club at Taren Point. Although once again competitive at just club level he 

enjoyed the fellowship and camaraderie the most. He contributed to the Milane Sailing club by 

laying the course, manning the start line and piloting the safety boat looking for upturned sailors.  

Pennant Hills saw his first foray into lawn bowls when a neighbour introduced him to the 

sport but at this time in his life kids’ sport took most of his time.  



12 

 

With a company car a big enticement for the move.  Keith and Maureen accepted a transfer 

to Adelaide where Keith took on the duties of Chief Bean Counter with Iplex Plastics, a subsidiary of 

James Hardie.  

He continued with sport in his spare time with squash and sailing being his choice. In 

Adelaide he sailed a 12-foot catamaran which proved a very fast craft. He was extremely competitive 

in the catamaran  class taking a National Title in a competition in Victoria. He then switched to a 16-

footer so his daughter could sail with him but eventually she found someone younger and better 

looking to sail with so he returned to the 14-foot class.  

After eighteen years with James Hardie Keith decided it was time for a change so bought 

into a Graphic Arts company. This was a new horizon and very interesting work totally outside of 

anything he had done previously. His business partner also sailed and played golf, so they got on 

really well. 

Retiring from the Graphic Arts company after fourteen years, Keith and Maureen moved 

across the continent to Mandurah near Perth to be closer to family. There they had a nice house on 

the estuary enjoying the seaside lifestyle with crabbing, fishing and crayfishing. Here Keith played 

golf at the undulating Halls Head Golf Club and continued his interest in squash.  

Realising that readily available babysitting was holding his son back from advancement with 

his company Alcoa who required him to go overseas, Keith and Maureen moved again. This time to 

Airlie Beach in Queensland.  

Here the fish were big, but the crocodiles were bigger and there were too many bities in the 

water to go sailing. This is where Keith worked on his basic bowls game at the Airlie Beach Bowls 

club with about 30 members.  

With the demise of Ansett there was only one flight a week out of Airlie Beach so once again 

Keith and Maureen moved so they had easier access to family. This time to the Gold Coast where 

they joined the Helensvale Bowling club. Keith was once again involved in administration organising 

the Tuesday Social Mixed and Friday Men’s Pairs.    

Here he met two most notable bowlers. Brett Wilkie and Nathan Rice were both World 

Champions and National Champions yet were not above playing in a carnival with Grade 7 players 

and having a beer afterwards. At one competition at Tweed Heads, Brett suggested they change 

positions with each game rather than having a national champion skipper every game. 

One day Keith was playing against Nathan and having an exceptional game at lead dropping 

the bowl on the jack every time when the great man, after several ends said, ‘Keith, stop getting 

them so close to the jack as I only have to keep knocking them off.’ Which is exactly what he was 

doing.   

A highlight of his retirement has been to follow the State Sides Series where each state 

selects a team to compete against each other. Just like a national pennant competition. The couple 

hook up the caravan and travel all over the country to the host city. They have visited every capital 

city except Darwin, taking great pleasure in watching the top players perform.  

Keith Phegan has lived in four states and fourteen different houses, been married for 59 

years to a wonderful woman and met some amazing people in his long life. Sailing has been his 

greatest love as far as sport is concerned and he has always been committed to giving something 
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back to the club. This is exactly what he is doing in Camden. Playing, contributing and enjoying a red 

wine with it.  

The Scribbler 
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The Quotes of Steven Wright: 
1 - I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
2 - Borrow money from pessimists -- they don't expect it back. 
3 - Half the people you know are below average. 
4 - 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name. 
5 - 82.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot. 
6 - A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good. 
7 - A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
8 - If you want the rainbow, you got to put up with the rain. 
9 - All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand. 
10 - The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
11 - I almost had a psychic girlfriend, ..... But she left me before we met. 
12 - OK, so what's the speed of dark? 
13 - How do you tell when you're out of invisible ink? 
14 - If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something. 
15 - Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 
16 - When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. 
17 - Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough sense to be lazy. 
18 - Hard work pays off in the future; laziness pays off now. 
19 - I intend to live forever ... So far, so good. 
20 - If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her friends? 
21 - Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines. 
22 - What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 
23 - My mechanic told me, "I couldn't repair your brakes, so I made your horn louder." 
24 - Why do psychics have to ask you for your name 
25 - If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried. 
26 - A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking. 
27 - Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it. 
28 - The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness of the bread. 
29 - To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to steal from many is research. 
30 - The problem with the gene pool is that there is no lifeguard. 
31 - The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll have to catch up. 
32 - The colder the x-ray table, the more of your body is required to be on it. 
33 - Everyone has a photographic memory; some just don't have film. 
34 - If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you. 
35 - If your car could travel at the speed of light, would your headlights work? 
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"Point Break" (1991) - how they filmed the skydiving scene 
 
 

 
60 years ago, on September 2nd 1964, Sydney Opera House construction progress pictured 
from 'Unilever House' rooftop. 
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Danish architect Jørn Utzon's Sydney Opera House design, with its innovative sail-like shells, 
faced significant engineering and construction challenges. The project also encountered cost 
overruns and political pressures, resulting in Utzon's resignation in 1966. Despite these 
hurdles, the Sydney Opera House, completed in 1973, stands as a testament to Utzon’s 
visionary design and the collaborative effort that brought his iconic concept to life. 
[Photo by Max Dupain » State Library of NSW] 
 
 
 

________________________//////_________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
BRUTAL these words from actor Anthony Hopkins: 
Let go of people who are not ready to love you. 
This is the hardest thing you'll ever have to do in your life and it will also be the most 
important thing. 
Stop having difficult conversations with people who don't want to change. 
Stop showing up for people who are not interested in your presence. 
I know your instinct is to do everything possible to gain the appreciation of those around 
you, but it's an impulse that steals your time, energy, mental and physical health. 
When you start fighting for a life with joy, interest and commitment, not everyone will be 
ready to follow you to that place. 
It doesn't mean you have to change who you are; it means you have to let go of people who 
aren't ready to be with you. 
If you are excluded, insulted, forgotten or ignored by the people you give your time to, you 
are not doing yourself a favour by continuing to offer them your energy and your life. 
Truth is you ain't for everybody and everybody ain't for you. 
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This is what makes it so special when you find people you have friendship with or mutual 
love. 
You will know how precious it is because you have experienced what is not. 
There are billions of people on this planet and many of them you will find at your level of 
interest and commitment. 
Maybe if you stop showing up, they won't look for you. 
Maybe if you stop trying, the relationship ends. 
Maybe if you stop texting, your phone will stay dark for weeks. 
That doesn't mean you ruined the relationship; it means the only thing sustaining it was the 
energy you only gave to keep it. 
That's not love, that's attachment. 
It's giving a chance to those who don't deserve it! 
You deserve so much more. 
The most valuable thing you have in your life is your time and energy, as both are limited. 
The people and things you give your time and energy to, will define your existence. 
When you realize this, you start to understand why you are so anxious when you spend time 
with people, activities or spaces that don't suit you and shouldn't be near you. 
You will start to realize that the most important thing you can do for yourself and everyone 
around you is to protect your energy more fiercely than anything else. 
Make your life a safe haven, where only people "compatible" with you are allowed. 
You are not responsible for saving anyone. 
You are not responsible for convincing them to do better. 
It's not your job to exist for people and give them your life! 
You deserve real friendships, true commitments and a complete love with healthy and 
prosperous people. 
Decision to distance yourself from toxic people, will give you the love, esteem, happiness 
and protection you deserve. 
 
 

TINA TURNER 
 
Very inspirational... 
Ike may have opened doors for her ... 
But it was Tina herself who blew the doors off their hinges! 
In the divorce she made it clear she did not want any money, any property and....she only 
wanted to keep her stage name. 
In 1984, at the age of 45, she released the hugely successful album "Private Dancer". In a 
sea of much younger female artists and super groups she achieved chart success and one of 
the songs, "What's Love Got to Do with It" was a chart phenomenon. 
She said "he can keep the belongings .. 
Because I now have my future!" 
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When Tina Turner left her first husband - who was also her boss, captor, and brutal 
tormentor - she snuck out of their Dallas hotel room with a single thought in her mind: "The 
way out is through the door." From there she fled across the midnight freeway, semi-trucks 
careening past her, with 36 cents and a Mobil gas card in her pocket. As soon as she decided 
to walk out that door, she owned nothing else. 
When she filed for divorce, she made an unusual request. She didn't want anything: not the 
song rights, not the cars, not the houses, not the money. All she wanted was the stage name 
he gave her - Tina - and her married name - Turner. This was the name by which the world 
had come to know her, and keeping it was her only chance to salvage her career. 
Things could have gone a lot of ways from there. She could have laboured in obscurity for 
decades, maybe making records on small labels to be prized by vinyl connoisseurs in 
Portland. She could have stayed in Vegas, where she first went to get her chops back up, 
and worked as a nostalgia act. And, of course, given what she had been through, she might 
have ... not made it. 
What happened instead is that Tina Turner became the biggest global rock star of the 80s. 
I'm old enough to barely remember this, but if you aren't, it was like this: The Rolling Stones 
would headline a stadium one day, and the next day it would be Tina Turner. A middle-aged 
Black woman - she became a rock star at 42! - sitting atop the 1980s like it was her throne. 
She managed this because of whatever rare stuff she was made of (this is a woman whose 
label gave her two weeks to record her solo debut, Private Dancer, which went five times 
platinum); because she decided to speak publicly about her abusive marriage and forge her 
own identity, and in doing so give hope and courage to countless women; and also because 
- in a perhaps unlikely twist for a girl from Nutbush, Tennessee - she had her practice of 
Soka Gakkai Nichiren Buddhism, to which she credited her survival. She remained devout 
until the end. 
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Tina's second marriage - to her, her only marriage - was to Edwin Bach, a Swiss music 
executive 16 years her junior. Of him, she said, "Erwin, who is a force of nature in his own 
right, has never been the least bit intimidated by my career, my talents, or my fame." 
In 2016, after a barrage of health problems, Tina's kidneys began to fail. A Swiss citizen by 
then, she had started preparing for assisted suicide when her husband stepped in. According 
to Tina, he said, "He didn't want another woman, or another life." 
He gave her one of his kidneys, buying her the remainder of her time on this earth and 
perhaps closing a cycle which took her from a man who inflicted injury upon her to a man 
willing to inflict injury upon himself to save her from harm. 
Born into a share-cropping family as Anna Mae Bullock in 1939, she died Tina Turner in a 
palatial Swiss estate: the queen of rock 'n roll; a storm of a performer with a wildcat-fierce 
voice; a dancer of visceral, spine-tingling potency and ability; a beauty for the ages; a 
survivor of terrible abuse and an advocate for others in similar situations; an author and 
actress; a devout Buddhist; a wife and mother; a human being of rare talent and 
perseverance who, through her transcendent brilliance, became a legend. 
 
 

________________________//////_________________________ 
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